
 

 – Student worksheet for case study – 

How sustainable fashion contributes to the closed-loop 
economy? 

 

 

 
 
Cognitive competencies: 

• Innovation skills to identify opportunities and create new strategies to 
respond to green challenges 

• Identifying ways of being part of the solution 
• Understanding the complexity and interconnectedness of sustainable 

development issues and challenges  

Technological competencies: 

• Procurement and selection 

 You will be able to: 

1.  Understand the unsustainable nature of the fashion sector and identify 
solutions for developing a closed-loop model for it. 

2. Reflect on how the closed-loop economy can contribute to sustainable 
development. 

 

Small group work and reflexive accounts 

 

A3 paper, case study 

 

1.5 hours 

 

 

 

 
You will be assessed based on:  

1. Group presentation of the designed closed-loop model for the fashion 
sector. 

2. An individual assignment. 

Generic green 
skills 

Learning 
objective 

Format 

Resources needed 

Time required 

Assessment 



 

 
 
Before the class: 
1. Find out ways of dealing with clothes you don't want to keep anymore in Hong Kong.  
2. Read the three case studies about the fashion industry and identify the approaches used for achieving 

sustainable fashion. You are encouraged to search more information online. 
3. Please refer to the closed-loop economy concept and examine Figure 1, 'Circular economy' (also included 

below). Work out how each case contributes to different stages of this model.  
 
 
During the class:  

1. Discuss with your groupmates: what you do with the clothes you don't want to 
wear anymore. 

2. What do you think are the ‘cradle-to-grave’ issues in the fashion sector (e.g., 
no recycling), and identify solutions from the three case studies or find other 
examples online. Your group should identify at least three solutions. 

3. Share your group work with the whole class.  
4. Design a closed-loop model for the fashion sector based on approaches you have identified from the case 

study as well as your online searches. Try and propose sustainable approaches to each of the processes 
included in the model on the right. Sketch your group's model on A3 paper.  
a. Raw materials 
b. Design 
c. Production/ Remanufacturing 
d. Distribution 
e. Consumption (use, reuse, repair)  
f. Collection 
g. Recycling 

 
 
 
 
 
After the class: 
You need to submit a reflection (500–800 words) on the topic of 'how the closed-loop economy 
contributes to sustainable development'. Write your reflection based on one specific industry you are 
familiar with, or one you are interested in. 
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